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 Research Laboratory 
 Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences 
 Faculty of Medicine 
 2550 Willow Street 
 Vancouver, B.C. Canada   V5Z 3N9 
 Tel: (604) 875-4383 
        

Title: Postdoctoral Fellow Position in Retinal Neurodegeneration 
 
Location: Vancouver – Eye Care Centre, University of British Columbia, Dr. Joanne Matsubara’s Lab 
Employment Group: Faculty (Non-Faculty Assn) 
Job Category: Regular 
Classification Title: Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Business Title: Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
VP/Faculty: Faculty of Medicine 
Department: Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences 
Full/Part Time: Full time 
Desired Start Date: 2022/07/01 
Job End Date: 2025/06/30 
Funding Type: Grant paid 
Available Openings: 1  
 
Position Summary: 

One full-time postdoctoral position is available in the lab of Dr. Joanne Matsubara, Department of 
Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, Faculty of Medicine UBC. Expected start date is negotiable, 
although a start-date as early as possible is considered favorable.  

The research project addresses the overarching challenge of understanding and characterizing 
molecular and cellular events associated with the development of age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD). AMD is a complex, multifactorial disease in which chronic, low-grade inflammation is 
thought to play a critical role in disease pathogenesis. While treatments exist for the exudative (wet) 
form of AMD, there are no treatments for the non-exudative (dry) form but many clinical trials are in 
progress.  Animal models, cell culture methods and human tissue samples will be used in the research 
studies. For more information about the Matsubara Lab, and our other current areas of eye research, 
please see: http://matsubaralab.med.ubc.ca  
Qualifications:  

ü Competitive candidates must hold a PhD, MD or equivalent degree by the time of their 
appointment. Preference will be given to candidates that recently (<24 months) obtained their 
PhD degree. 

ü Candidates should have a strong research background, as demonstrated by past publications, 
accomplishments and letters of references 

ü The successful candidate will be a passionate, self-driven, independent thinker, demonstrate 
sound judgment and scientific creativity. 

ü The successful candidate will demonstrate strong writing skills to ensure high-quality scientific 
publications and grant applications.  

ü Expertise in in vivo retinal imaging, molecular biological methods, protein analysis (western 
blots, immunohistochemistry, ELISA), image analysis, confocal microscopy are desirable.  

ü Expertise in rodent animal models of retinal degeneration is a major asset.  
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Start date, stipend and location: 
Start date is July 1, 2022-but some degree of flexibility is possible.  
Pay will be commensurate with level of experience and subject to UBC regulations for postdoctoral 
stipends. The contracted term will be for one year, from which further extensions will be possible up 
to a duration of three years.  
Review of applications will start immediately, and will continue until the position is filled.  
 
How to Apply: 

Please send a cover letter, curriculum vitae, a description of your research experience, a statement 
of your research interests, and the names of three referees by email to: joanne.matsubara@ubc.ca.  
Please indicate on your cover letter how you became aware of this position 

Equity and diversity are essential to academic excellence. An open and diverse community fosters 
the inclusion of voices that have been underrepresented or discouraged. We encourage applications 
from members of groups that have been marginalized on any grounds enumerated under the B.C. 
Human Rights Code, including sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, racialization, 
disability, political belief, religion, marital or family status, age, and/or status as a First Nation, Metis, 
Inuit, or Indigenous person.  

All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply; however Canadians and permanent residents 
will be given priority.  
 
 
 

 


